Topshop hits New York!

We show you around the store

The Prodigy

Liam Howlett is veryangry

Childrens’ exhibitions

What you can see this summer
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One hour from London

Weekend
getaways

Go green and go cheap: ‘staycations’ notvacations are the way forward in 2009. Kathryn Miller
picks the 25 best hotels, B&Bs and campsites within an hour’s shunt of these London stations
below, with inspiring ideas for an amazing Home Counties break . Photography Ed Marshall
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One hour from London

e

Hadley Wood 29mins aw"ay

L

times and boastsall the traditional seaside
pleasures, including safe sandy beaches (some
with paddling pools) for families, rows of
colourful beach huts, a pier that’s more thana
mile long, a funfair and plenty of unspoilt
naturereserves (www.visitsouthend.co.uk).
Getting there T'rain from Liverpool Street to
Southend Victoria takes 56 mins. Return from
£18.80 (0845600 7245/www.nationalexpress
eastanglia.com).

B TS sy SR T T
From London
Bridge...

Tunbridge Wells

Where to stay The Farmhouse

If you thought B&Bs were dingy spare rooms,
this place will change your mind. Located just
outside Tunbridge Wells, the spacious roomsin
thisstylish spot have original, exposed
seventeenth-century beams, Choose the four-
poster suiteand you'll get a king size bed, an
inglenook fireplace and a cast iron bath.

The Farmhouse, Kipping's Cross, Matfield,
Kent TN12 7THB (01892 824 686/ www.kippingsx
farmhouse.co.uk).

Offer 15 per cent midweek discount for

Time Out readers!

(@ 42

What to do All Saints church in Tudeley has
stunning stained-glass windows by French
modernist painter Marc Chagall. The work was
commissioned by alocal in memory of his
daughter, who died inan accident aged 21. Also
nearby is Hever Castle, the childhood home of
Henry VIII's second queen, Anne Boleyn.
Getting there L.ondon Bridge to Tunbridge
Wells takes 42 mins. Off-peak return from £14

(0844 3351 640/ www southeasternrailway.couk). |
| Getting there Marylebone to Amersham

From Moorgate...

Hadiey W >

Where to stay Savoro

This hotel has nine minimally decorated rooms,
including a four-poster suite, Set menus in the
informalrestaurant, which serves Modern
British fare, start at £10.50 for two courses.
Savoro Restaurant, 206 High St, Hadley Green,
[EN5 557 (020 8449 9888/ www.savoro.co.uk).
What to do Meander around Monken Hadley
common, which is 11 miles from central London
but boasts woods, wildlifeand ponds. Nearby,
the 243-acre Forty Hall estate (www. timyurl.com/
fortvhall) isopen to the public for picnics,
Getting there Moorgate to Hadley Wood
takes 29 mins, Off-peak return from £6.50. (0845
0264700 /'www.firstcapitalconnect.co.uk).
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 Beaconsfield

Where to stay The White Hart
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The pretty market town of Beaconsfield was
once home to Benjamin Disraeli. Butit's notall
pomp and grandeur - this seventeenth-century
innisa great place to samplea pint of real ale
with a beef and Guinness pie or Sunday roast.
The White Hart, Avlesbury End, Beaconsfield,
Bucks, HP9.1LW (08702 430 500/www.inn
keeperslodge.com).

What to do Bekonskot Model Village
{(www.bekonscot.com)is British eccentricity at
its finest. The miniature village was built by an
accountant (this was once his back garden) and
has charmed visitors since itopened 75 years
ago. A stroll around reveals a sugar-sweet 1930s
English village complete with steam trains, a
brass band and nounsightly electric pylons.
Getting there Train from Marylebone to
Beaconsfield station takes 27 mins. Anytime
return from £12.90(08456 005 165/www.chiltern
railways.co.uk).

Amersham

Where to stay The Crown Inn

This smart Amersham coaching innis
decorated in muted tones, with open firesand
exposed brickwork. Settle down ina snug with
apintand let time ebb gently by. Bedroomsare
classy and cosy and the gastro-style food is
prepared using locally sourced ingredients,
The Crown Inn, 16 High St, Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 ODH (01494 721 541/
wiow.thecrownamersham.co.uk).

What to do The spooky Hell-Fire Caves
(www hellfirecaves.co.uk) were dug on the
orders of Sir Francis Dashwood in the mid-
eighteenth century tocomplement his gardens.
When he later founded the Hell-Fire Club, they

(# 35—

| held their meetings down here. The series of

tunnels, chambers and alcoves is not for the

| claustrophobic, nor for the faint of heart: a bride

anda poetare both supposed to haunt them.

takes 35 mins, Off-peak return from £9.
(08456 005165/www.chilternrailways.co.uk).

| OrMetropolitan line to Amersham.

From Paddington...
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Where to stay Macdonald Compleat
Angler

A sunny day spent lazing on the banks of the
Thames beside 400-year-old riverside hotel
Compleat Angler, over the bridge from
Marlow, will banish economy-inspired gloom.
If that doesn’t rock your boat, then the
mouthwatering fare at Aubergineat The

| Compleat Angler (whose sister restaurant is

the Michelin-starred Aubergine restaurant in

| Chelsea)almost certainly will.
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